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Agonist-driven conformational changes in nicotinic AChRs

The major goals of this project are to: (1) test the hypothesis that agonist binding causes a contraction of the ligand-binding pocket; (2) test the hypothesis that the 9-10 hairpin structure, connecting the ligand-binding pocket to the transmembrane pore domain, undergoes conformational changes following the binding of agonists; and (3) determine whether lateral movement of the 9-10 hairpin and/or rotational movements of subunits participate in agonist-driven activation conformational changes. 
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