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Additional Resources

Other Online Info:

Border Film Project
http://www,borderfilmproject, com

Dan Watman’s Youtube vidseos of the wall in San
Diego
htbp://waw, youtube. com/uger/nant aw

Sierra Club’s “Wild Versus Wall” short film on the
envirenmental effects of the border zmpP
%.\\aw;w::@_mAwwﬂan_mw%owu\

Film,as

Books:
“Dying to Live” by Joseph Nevins

“The Devil’s Highway” by Luis Alberto Urrea
“Transborder Lives” by Lynn Stephen
“"Beyond Smoke and Mirrors” by Douglas S. Massey

“Illagal People” by David Bacon

“Crosging Arizona”
"Asalto El Suefio Americano

MSin Nombre”

"

Unidentified Migrant’s grave at a potter's field
in Holtsville, CA.

. Puplic art work on the wall by Guadalupe mmHHm:o
m and Alberto Morakis. :
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Retapblo from the Mexican Migration Project site:

sﬁﬁ%"\\35@.O@d.wﬁwdamnos.ma:\mx@ﬁmmmHOSm\mmwme<l . o ) )

en . aspx The community om‘ﬁmOGHm working in HmmHMﬁmnom ﬁo
dangerous and unjust U.5. economic and immigration
policies span across the borders of both the U.S.
and Mexico. The groups that we have worked with,
met, and talked to during these past few months
are dolng important and inspiring work. Please
join them in their efforts. Here are some things
that you can do to resist and speak out against
the policies of our country:

~-Become an educator in your community! Many people
do not know or understand the extent to which the
U.8. is creating deadly situations for people
attempting to enter the U.S. without documents.
further educate yourself about immigration in your
own communities and share this information with
others. You can do a presentation at your school,
to your religicus community, or begin by talking
with family and friends.

-Write to your congress people! Tell your
congressperson to vote for the Border Security and
Responsibility Act of 2009. Pass along the letter
in this zine to your friends and encourage them to
do the same.

-Write op-eds to your local paper.

-Be loud! Attend May 1 immigration rignts marches
in your community. .

<wncms of San Juan, t
give thanks far your
havang acted on the
petitions that I made to
you for my brother to

get his wvisa. 1Bth of
Dacamboxr, 1989.
Thank you,
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teading to further expulsion of Mexican American
land owners.

1891: Bureau of Immigration established under the
Treasury Department to oversee and enforce federal
immigration law.

1803: Anarchists, epileptics, polygamists, and
beggars ruled inadmissible. Bureau of Immigration
transferred to the Department of Commerce and
Labor.

1906: First implementation of inspections at the
Mexican border, primarily aimed at excluding
Chinese entering through Mexico.

1910: Mexican Revolution begins. Thousands of
Mexicans flee across the border for safety.

1917: Temporary guest-worker program exempts
Mexicans from Literacy requirement and head tax.
1818: Passport Act requires official documentation
for entry into the United States. Border Crossing
Cards issued for Canadians and Mexicans.

1922: Mexican guest-worker program abolished.
1924: Border Patrol created

1930: Deportations of millions of Mexicans begins.
1942: Bracero Program established for the
contracting of temporary agricultural workers from
Mexico.

1954: Operation Wetback deports one million
undocumented Mexicans. Numbers entering under the
Bracero program increase from 200,000 a year prior
to Operation Wetback to 450,000 a year by the end
of the 1950's.

1962: César Chavez organizes the National Farm
Workers Assoclation (NFWA) in Delano, California.
1964: Bracero Program repealed.

1964: The first maquiladoras are established under
the Border Industriallizaticn Progam; mass
employment of cheap labor along the Mexican border
by 0.5. companlies begins.

Shrine to migrants at the No More Deaths camp 1n
Arivaca, AZ.
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1965: The Immigration and Naturalization Act of
1965 limits immigrants into the United States.
1974: The Mexican American Women's National
Association 1s established to advance the status
of Mexican American women, promote leadership
opportunities and work towards parity in the
workplace.

1981: Tmmigrants who are not legal permanent
residents denied access to most federal aid
programs.

1982: The largest increase of maqulladoras occurs
after devaluation of the Mexican currency.

1886: Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA)
allows undocumented lmmigrants who can prove
continued presence in the country since 1982 and
fulfill other reguirements to apply for
legalization. IRCA imposes employer sanctions
requiring employvers to verify immigration status
of workers hired.

1994: Operation Gatekeeper tries to close San
Diego crossing points with fencing, stadium
lights, and greatly increased border patrol
presence. Migrant crossings shift eastward to the
Arizona desert.

1994: Worth American Free Trade Agreement
increases economic integration betwesen United
States and Mexico without establishing conditions
for the movement of labor,

1996: Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act bars legal permanent residents
from most federal aid pregrams (food stamps,
Medicaid) unless they have lived in the U.S. for
five years and allows states to create further
restrictions.

Illegal TImmigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act greatly increases funding for
Border Patrol and detention.of aiiens; increases

penalties for unlawful entry and facilitates
deportation.

2001: 9/11 terrorist attack intensifies sescurity
at the border with an emphasis on preventing
terrorists from entering the country.

2002: Homeland Security Act replaces the
Immigration and Naturalization Service {(INS) with
the newly created 0.8, Citizenship and Immigration
Services under the Department of Homeland
Security.

Governments have the right to exercise authority
over their borders; however, they also have
obligations under international law to protect the
human rights of migrants, no matter what prompted
an individual to leave his or her home country.
This report focuses on the human rights violations
assoclated with the dramatic increase in the use
of detention by the United States as an
immigration enforcement mechanism. In just over a
decade, immigration detention has tripled. In
1996, immigration authorities had a daily
detention capacity of less than 10,000. Today more
than 30,000 immigrants are detained each day and

this number is likely to increase even further in
2009.

More than 300,000 men, women and children are
detained by US Immigration authorities each Year.
They include asylum seekers, torture survivors,
victims of human trafficking, longtime lawful
permanent residents, and the parents of U8 citizen
children. The use of detention as a tool to combat
unauthorized migration falls snhort ‘international
human rights law, which contains a clear
presumption against detention. Everyone has the
right to liberty, freedom of movement, and the
right not to be arbitrarily detained,
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The Mexican Debt Crisis

The Mexican debt crisis has 1ts roots in the
1970’ s when olil-producing countries {OPEC)
increased the price of o0il by 400% .and deposited
the profits in the international banking system.
In order to pay interest on all the petro-dollars,
banks scrambled to iocan money to countriles that
desired in influx of foreign investment for
development projects. Mexico and many other Latin
American countries accepted the loans but when the
U.S. chose to fight inflation by railsing lnterest
rates, these countries found it difficult to make
debt payments. Little attention was paid towards
what capability these countries had Lo pay back
the loans. By the mid 70's many South and Central
American countrles were having trouble getting
decent prices for grown raw materials such as
coffee, cotton, tobacco, and cocoa due to too many
countries (in many cases advised by the west)
producing the same crops. This led to a situation
in which Mexico was earning less than ever for
their exports and paying more than ever on their
loans. Mexico was forced to borrow more monay to
help pay even just the interest of the loans. In
1982, Mexico told its creditors that it would be
unable to repay its debt. Since a default by
Mexico could have sent the international banking
system into crisis, the IMF (International
Monetary Fund} and the World Bank 1ssued new loans
as long as Mexico committed to conditions known as
Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) to help
ensure that future debt payments would be met.
3APs are designed to help countries pay off their
debt by funneling more of the overall budget
toward debt payments by encouraging countries to
focus on export oriented industries. Governments
implementing SAPs must spend less on health,
education, and other social services in order to
cut back internal spending. They are pushed to

Shrine to Santa Muerte 1n Sonora, Mexico.

Detention

Over the past decade, criminalization has been an
increasingly used enforcement strategy against
people entering the United States without
documents. As more and more people are prosecuted
for illegally crossing into the United States,
many end up in detention centers where human
rights violations are numerous. On March 25, 2009,
Bmnesty International published a report on human
rights violations that occur in Immigration
Detention Centers. Here 1s an except from that
report, you can read the whole report here:

http://wuw.amnestyusa.org/inmigrant-
detention/page.do?id=1641031
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Understanding NAFTA
A One-Act Play

Courtesy of Witness For Peace
www.witnessforpeace.org

NAFTA: Telling It Like {t Is
A detiviry Performed in a Reader’s Theater Format fo foxplam
the Effecis of Fificen vear: of NAFTA

in
L Price supparis, fowd
e were mfilirating all

CHILE ConsUIner 3|
Mexico. Then came NAFTA ... And all the copoeate and goversmen promises .,

Goverpuent & Business; Basic workors' rightst’

Governmen| & Business; Belier jobs
Goyernment & Nusiness: Foster growihy’!

Goverpingnt & Bugmess: Decrensed emigration”

Government & Buginess: Campatition in stagnant agrecubtaral secti®

Government & Business; Foreiga invesiment’

Mexieon Maquily Workers: Bat what abowd the erasion of our & wgiAIng power as wewkers

lated

Goverament & Basiness; Mo woirics. the growith nd grea jobs will wwere than make o

Covernment & Business; NAFTA will se1 Mexico on a cawrse 1 become i firsl-world o

exiean Citizen Conswmers: We did become pan of the frsi world ... the lackyard"?

Governmenl & Buginess: Just be patienl, NAFTA S grent benetas are just araund the eorer.

Masican Furmeys; Ws beon 15 venrs and we ore st wai

Governmen| & Rusiness: We knew there would be winners and iasers under NAFTA, Fhe losers would
prinwrily be i the agri }scetor, poor southern smabl faomer .

m._c.:_:_._l._mr__i_m_'rﬁm::.:,c_.H__.:E_f__.n:_:.. quinter oF the Mexicin warkforve, 1
Mexican Farmers: NAFTA devasined us com farmers. How were we to compete with 1S highly
I rms? Just think, to produce 1 ton of corn in Mexica takies an wverage of 7.8 days
The same ton of US corn, only Jakes 1.2 hours’® .

S0 NAFTA hits in 1994 and immedintely ren.oves tarilfs on yellow corn which is
by the LS, governmeat. 7

e 40 Moesicun Faviners,"™

hate stibsidies fo- US iswrmers allewing them (o sell
mraducts such as corn for ns much as 30% below e cost of producuon'

Operation Streamline

What 1s Operation Streamline?

Every weekday at Tucson’s courthouse, up to 70
people are shackled and rushed through assembly
line criminal proceedings, charged with the
misdemeanor offence of unauthorized entry into the
United States. In theory, it is a program that
seeks to charge all unauthorized porder crossers
and sentence them to up to 6 months in jail for
their petity offense. The Tucson sector :mm.mo many
crossers, however, that less than 5% are being
charged. Defendants only get up to 20 Bwscﬁmm to
meat with a lawyer. Many believe that this is not
enough time for proper explanation or :
investigation. In addition, each lawyer must
represent up to & defendants during the hour-long-
process.

Is it successfully deterring undocumented
immigration?

No. There is no indication that this program is
reducing the overall number of unanthorized border
crossings. Despite reports of lower crossings in
low-traffic areas, people have changed their routes,
traveling through more dangerous desert terrain,
leading te an increase in fatalities,

What does it cost taxpayers?

It costs taxpayers 3$2,076.83 per month to imprison 1
pexrson in the Bureau of Prisons Facility, That is a
590-5119/per day per migrant incarceration cost. The
Public Defenders Office estimates that it cost over
$2 million to pay for Operation Streamline attorneys
in 2007. Since then, thelr caseload has increased,
as has their hourly wage.
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Mexican Citizen Consumess: MAF1 A ghotistcd Conrsupe, the z.,_:..__,.__.e_..:r__.m._—.m.m_ﬁ:,.nQ::.a._:.

(hrough swhich the govenmment used 1o buy corn at subsidized prices, m it it todiltas, and seh them m
. L 1s N
state- franchised procery stores at subsi lized Yow prices.”

pvernment & 1tusinesgs But let’s get 1o the goad news. The panufacturing goods sector Bas Lrown
with the rise of m guilas in Mexico ot wing jabs for Mexicans, perhaps cven seme of the displaced covn
Tarmers, )

U5 Citzens: Let 5 speak English here. What e waquilas?

Wiexiean Myuily Workers: A HRUERA 15 TUb expart-oriented Factory {ha uses impatied ey matevials o
prodhuce for exXpor .

Government & Hysiness: So, bawk 10 the miracie maquitas, 1 is estimated thal NAFTA created around
204 000 jubs fron 1994200k -

ion jobs lost n the agnculturnt
- hi
¢ work lorce cach year. :

Mesicap Magll Workers: That 15 nat neardy enough to offset the 2 m
sector nlone. Adutionully there ara nwere than 1 million people enlering

Mexicon Maguiti Workers: Plue. let's tebl it fike 11 is. Maguitus go to where {hey can pay iow wages,”

Mexican Magull Worlers: And wap:s are Falling. Most maquilu workers var between 2 and 3
um wapes. And keep in mind thin five mininum wages 13 the come levet determined o mect the
fasic necessiies o tire™

Mexican Maguitn Workers: And only 4% of the nputs mc.. niaquila produclion are of Mesican arigin,
25

meaning there is I tle or no prowth of domestic industiy.”

Mexscan Mayuiln Worlers: Te pdd insult 1o injury. maguila jobs are notortous Tor their hazordous

working condition instability, minimal benefils, nnstreatment of i masily female workforce e
suppression il b NZALEOTH

Mezicin hnguila Workers: Alsu estiniales indicate that 173 of the new jobs creited in (e
nranubicturing scetor in Mexniuo have bean fost sinee 7001 as a result of compamies moviag to Cential
America, Soulheas: Asin and Chins where labor is n_Eﬁﬂc_..:

US Cliizens: But v hot aboul fabor right 7 Ad lenst a treaty with developed countries like the US and

Canad should hay.: helped tv guarnted bastc Jabor rights for workers Mexico?

Guvernment & By siness: i schor. When MAFTA was negaliated there was also « side agreunient on
Tabor catled the Mo th American Aprecment on Labor Cooperabion the NAALC. with a system for filing
labor prigvances cailed ihe NADY

Megicap Maguila Workeys: But let's b honest. NAALC never protected tubor rigts duc to its
weakuess, the lack »f pofitical will, and the threat that 1L would “discourage oreip! nvestment.™”

Mexienn Mayulla Worliers: I fwt by 1004 only 23 complainls were registered i 3 cotnivics amd even
fewer reached “ress lution™, These compliints were vpesolved™ only through reports, semmas, or
oulrench. Mot a sinzle ilegally fire:| worker hns ever been re-mstated, et a snigle ndependent wnton has
ever hean extablishcd amd bar wrined colvetrvely and nota sight workplace tizard has leen corrected us
a resull of MATTA :nd the NAALC “

Mexign Maguila "Yorkers: And any olvances made In workers rights were generiled Dy (lic workers
themnselves and supparing NGOs, not un fer NATTA c_diao._mt

Mexdonn Maguitn * Vorkers: Vhut then centrast the pitifd siate of workers” vights under MATTA will
o fosceliiyNAL UA protects CORPOEATE rights, Under NAFTA there is 2 provision called Chapter
11, which ntfows oo rporations Lo suc NAFTA governments whose laws and policies, like environmental
protection pulicies, « anse 1 corpornlion e lase profits. !

"Tmmigrants tax .

Peopl . - e our Jobs!”

Smwmmm MManMOmMMM:MEMUMM M:m meuom the job

ie. : at mocre peo

mewmmrpmrwm not true. As more ﬁmmwpwwmzﬂmwzmbwmmm

hmahmww Qmmnvmm grows ﬁoo. Economist Phillipe ©

create jobs MM MM 1t this way; “They ﬁwEEHQmew

command for o ey work because they stimulat ?!

construction mawpmsm:nmnw iOmeHm. An influx OM

demand for w:OMmeHm\“mom instance, boosts the

addition, Ao selling building supplies.” In

that migrant zwommm are not competing for wsm i

are offered i orkers nold. The jobs that mig Jobs
in the U.S8. are often low UW%HBMHmEﬁm

r

dangerous, and
strenuous wi S
of upward mobility. with little possibility

to take these jobs ﬂomm Americans are unwilling
that these jobs are herefors, the propblem is less
WOTKOLS And more re being taken away from Americ
on migrant lap S0 ﬁﬁmn employers have to de an
terrible oo:awmwowm mwww wrma because of mco:@mbn
rareiy r : : ple making this
.vwmnmmvwmmmowwmm the role of employers mMM@ﬂEm:ﬁ

n the workers. It is H560mnm5wHmeme

- to

note that
. because employers are often
migrant labor, ependent on

they cr

@n . ] eate .

courage migration in the mmwwnmmmnonm that
place.

“Immigrants

are a drai

Contr in on our re

o wmmw&o popular belief, czaoncam:Mﬂ%ﬁommﬁz

mmn<wom: s aren’t eligible for most publi

ﬂwmammwwmmsn often live in fear of U.,,mfwm..y_.mu

thoy ore M to ®o¢mw36m:ﬂ authorities m<mwﬁa

i moﬁmeHH% entitled to resources mcoszzmd

ols, emergenc i i

et : y medical care i

HBSwmmeMmﬁmsm\ data shows that ::Qooc%mmmnaﬁccppn
s are less likel :

than othe ely to use these re

poan oth rs., Data alsoc shows that :ocmmUOHMOChnmm

nead ﬁ:mw undocumented immigrants use le o
amount of federal services w:m:mm ehan

households he
aded by doc : :
other citizens. ” y umented immigrants or
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Corn

There 1s so much truth in the slogan
‘without ceorn there is no country’ that I feel
American and Canadian policy makers can never
understand. México’s population has subsisted on
corn and products of corn for more years than we
can know. The Maya believe that the gods made men
from malze. For thousands of years, subsistence
farmers have planted a great variety of maize
including wild red, klue and multicolored corn.
Now with the implementation of NAFTA, hundreds of
thousands of Mexican farmers can no longer afford
to grow their own corn.

Because of NAFTA the Mexican market has been
flooded with highly subsidized genetically
modified white and yellow corn. Through the
DICONSA, a government grain and food dispensary,
American seed has been dispersed throughout the
country to the bellies and fields of countless
Mexicans and indigenous peoples. Little do they
know, yellow corn in the U8 is often intended as
animal feed and genetically modified. Genetic
modification of crops, while not unheard of in
México, is very rare and its effects on the
population have been left unstudied. More
recently, GMO corn has been discovered to be
growing in parts of Oaxaca among traditional,
thousand year old varieties., The presence of
genetically modified corn in Mexico would have a
particular impact in communities where corn is the
main form of subsistence.

With the flooding of the market with
American corn, campesinos, can no longer fetch a
fair price for thelr year’s work making growing
their own crops unaffordable. American corn is so
subsidized it can be sold for a much lower price
than nationally grown corn in México. This not
only leaves many hungry, but it leaves people out
of work. Without the ability to subsist on their

wwono of the wall at Saszabe, Arizona on Mexican
side of the border.

“A westerner named Francisco Salazar seems to have
been the first to keep an eyewitness record of this
phase of the killing fields. By 1850, he wrote, the
Devil’s Highway was ‘.,.a vast graveyard of unknown
dead...the scattered bones of human beings slowly
turning to dust...the dead were left where they were
to be sepulchered by the fearful sand storms that
sweep at times over the desolate waste,’”
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Patrol: ESRI: USGS;

' "Border Patrol Budget " 20 June 2007 1.8, Border

SF Chronicle. 3/12/07. 13 Apr. 2009

Militarization on the Border

Since the 1990s, US border policy has become
one of “prevention through deterrence”. “The idea
was to prevent Mexicans from crossing the boraer
illegally in order to avoid having to arrest them
Pmnmw,t This policy has manifested itself in a
variety of ways. One was by increasing the budget
Hom Border Patrol which has increased 5 times
between 1992-2007 and now equals around $20
billion/year. ' Of this extra money, $778 million
was allocated for the hiring andg training of 3,000
hew agents (with a goal of 18,000 by 2009).
Another $1 pillion was put towards new technology
such as $1 million cameras, radar systems, motion
Sensors, xX-ray machines, and a vartety of Border
Patrol vehicles. Nearly $30 million was allocated
to go ﬁozmhmm screening and deporting undocumented
immigrants.*

Photo of the wall in Nogales, Sonora.

SE e =

<htip:/htip:/fwww easybib com/cite/form/database>

u j - ) .
Massey, Dougias 8. Beyond Smoke and Mirrors Mexican Immigration in
:maﬂ.83355&3:Fg?gg%ﬁ?§£;£3§§%§:
Publications. 2003 naoe 13

in danger and threatened fragile habitats like the

San Pedro River and the Tijuana Estuary.

fhe REAL ID Act also stands as a clear

example of fiscal irresponsibility. Border wall
construction costs have almost doubled since the
initial proposal and appear to be on the rise,
despite belng a clear and utter failure in
deterring migrants from entering the U.S. ,

Border walls already constructed are damaging
investments in public land, costing millions of
taxpayer dollars in mitigation, legal expenses,
and compensation.

Having spent the past several months on the

U.S. porder, I know firsthand the ugly damage
these ineffective national security measures are
inflicting on the peautiful and vulnerable
borderland environments. As your constituent I ask
for your voice and your support in making sure
this is not done in our country’s name. In
repealing the REAL ID Act, we can restore
democracy and discourse to the border, and make
sure 40 years of environmental legislation cannot

be erased with a single signature.
I thank you for your attention,

Alice Ollstein, Santa Monica resident
Border Studies Program participant
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MﬁOno 0m the smHH where it enters the Pacific
cean 1n San Diego, California.

The Wall

“You show me a 50~foot wall and I'l11 show you a
51-foot ladder at the border. That's the way the
border works.”

-Janet Napolitano

“History reminds us that walls can be torn down,
But the task is never easy.. That is why the
greatest danger of all is to allow new walls to
divide us from one another.”
~Barack Obama addressing the citizens of Berlin in

2008. .

Even Janet Napolitano, former Arizona governor and
current Secretary of Homeland Security, has
puplicly declared that walls cannot fix the
problems 1in America‘’s immigration policy. In nils
2008 Berlin address, Barack Obama aiso spoke out
against walled borders. Though these two
statements acknowledge the senselessness and
dangerous implications of a walled border, bpoth
Obama and Napolitano are sanctioning further
construction of border walls that violate dozens
of envirommental protection laws without stopplng
unauthorized crossings. Please remind these
officials of their feelings about walled borders
and hold them accountable to thelr words. Tell
your corgressperson to vote for the Border
Security and Responsibility act of 2009. You can
nee this letter as a template for your own
petition. Pass it along to your friends.

Photo of the wall at S
‘ ‘ asape, Arlzon i
side of the border. \ ® on Mewican



