Refocusing the Debate Script

1. Refocusing the Immigration Debate

· Introductions

· meant to give you all background and context in this incredibly pressing and relevant topic

· BSP

· because of this i focus on Mexican migration to the US = only one piece of the puzzle, but themes we will talk about can be applied more generally

· complex issue = hoping for this to be a discussion

2. Why should we care?

· Humanitarian Crisis! deaths, towns depopulated, ways of life lost, family separation

· Our actions, discourse and roles as consumers have created that border

3. Discourse

· Loaded terms used so frequently we become numb to their connotations and the way they are framing the debate

· Illegal alien—criminal, something foreign, scary, nonhuman—btw crossing border without documents is a petty offence, same as driving over the speed limit and underage drinking, by that definition, perhaps we have some illegals here with us in this room...

· invasion—we are threatened

· guest worker—only a guest, differential treatment; status as worker above status as human being, a distinction that has been continuously manipulated and abused by employers as we will see later in this presentation

· amnesty—fits into illegal frame; pardoning of illegal action, show of either benevolence or mercy by a supreme power
· Immigration Problem places problem in the act of immigration, crossing a line—What if instead we talked about it as...
· Foreign policy--How has US foreign policy placed, or kept, in power oppressive governments which people are forced to flee?' What role have international trade agreements had in creating or exacerbating people's urge to flee their homelands? If capital is going to freely cross borders, should people and labor be able to do so as well, going where globalization takes the jobs?

· Civil Rights—informal immigrants living here, paying taxes, kids in school, yet must live in shadows without enjoying civil liberties

· Cheap labor—no documents allows for companies to abuse workers with low wages which we consumers enjoy as low prices; during Bush’s tenure, corporate profits doubled and there was no increase in wages

· The reason this is so important: Framing informs solutions and actors

· Current framing severely limits solutions, and now we must add to that a neoclassical model

4. Neoclassical Model

· Example: benefit = higher wages, cost = crossing; make the cost high enough, people won’t come!

5. Some Early History

· Lets see how well CCHS has been teaching history

· pre-16th century who occupied US southwest? Anasazi, Hohokam, Mogollon
· who arrives in the 1521? Spaniards under Cortez—kills 2/3 of inhabitants in the heart of the Aztec empire (today’s Mexico City)

· invasion continues northwards, and in 1541 Coronado searching for lost cities of gold = massacre

· Spanish rule for a while, then after bloody 11-year war in 1821 Mexico established independence from Spain

· during this time what is the foreign policy initiative Secretary of State John Quincy Adams advances during the presidency of James Monroe? Monroe Doctrine—US will not tolerate European political interference in any Western Hemisphere country

· And what was the popular ideology that reinforced the expansion of the US at that time? Manifest Destiny
· people move into TX and in 1846 US votes to annex TX as 28th state, knowing that it was still considered Mexican territory; why? to equalize balance of slave vs. non-slave states (slavery had already been abolished in Mexico)

· 1848 what treaty is signed? Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and Mexico looses almost half her territory, and 100,000 Mexican citizens on US side of border; Land established by Treaty as belonging to Mexicans not honored, land swindled away, and restitution to this day has never been made

· VIOLENCE—lynchings, stealing land or forcing Mexicans to be sharecroppers on their own land; while law favored the Mexicans, we terrorized them, now we have changed the laws but kept that degree of terror

6. Immigration Through the 20h Century

· Era of Enganche: 1900-1929

· cut-off of Asian immigration leads to labor shortages (Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, 1907 Gentleman’s Agreement with Japan) and WW1 = recruit Mexican workers; el engache refers to coercive measures to lure Mexican labor north = pull factor

· WW1 halted European immigration = US government creates its own worker recruitment program

· program ends with war, but continues lax immigration policy throughout boom years of the 1920s

· 1900-1920 – Porfiriato = foreign investment, privatization of ejidos, mechanization of agriculture, urbanization and industrialization –many of these pushes involved with US corporate investment (similar things happen under the neoliberal revolution with NAFTA)

· Era of Deportations

· 1930s = Great Depression

--unemployment

--scapegoating

· Deportations were a way to symbolically assuage the public 

--reduced the size of the Mexican population in the US by 41%Bracero Era: 1942-1964

· Bracero Era: 1942=1964

· WW2 in 1941 = shortage in agricultural jobs scary for country about to need a food supply during war mobilization

· 1942—Bracero Program = temporary importation of Mexican farmworkers (5 million Mexicans entered during 22-year program) = successful because invisible to public’s eye
· 1940-1970 = Mexican Economic Miracle (growth averaged 6% per year); offered peasants access to land, but no money to begin farming = bracero program provided way for financing production

· recession following Korean War combined with paranoia of McCarthy era made public press government to do something about the border, while employers took up the opposite end

· resulted in Operation Wetback—militarized border and high deportations while doubling the number of bracero visas = symbolic deportations—deport only to give person visa to come back
· 1965 Bracero program killed by civil rights coalition upset the exploitative and discriminatory system, and by growers giving up resistance because it was easier to hire undocumented workers 

· TALK ABOUT POOR CONDITIONS FACED BY BRACEROS

· still haven’t been compensated

· 2nd class citizen
7. Recent History

8. Big Business Binocs

9. Chapter 11 allows corporations or individuals to sue Mexico, Canada or the United States for compensation when actions taken by those governments have adversely affected their investments. Metalclad, an American corporation, was awarded US$15.6 million from Mexico after a Mexican municipality refused a construction permit for the hazardous waste landfill it intended to construct in Guadalcázar, San Luis Potosí
10. >120 changes to the Mexican Constitution that took place to pave the way for NAFTA

11. Effects of NAFTA

· Eliminating tariffs: allows cheap, heavily-subsidized US agricultural products to flood the country, causing the market value of those products to decrease

· corn down 58.3%

· beans down 45% btw 1990-2000

· while market prices go down, consumers have not benefited; prices of basic food items have increased 257% in Mexico!

· Unequal subsidies: rules of NAFTA based on theory that farmers in all 3 countries could compete on “equal playing field”; impossible when receive dramatically different levels of govt. support; $722 annual subsidies for Mex farmers vs. $20,800 a year in the US

12. explain Operation Gatekeeper and the Zapatista uprising = “NAFTA is a death sentence for the countryside”

13. Increase migrant deaths due to the funnel effect

14. Seal people inside the US, end circular migration, increase the coyote business

15. taken taxpayers money

16. affected the flow of migration

